PARTYING IN (YOUR TOWN)




Hosting a Party in a (Your Town) Neighborhood

You’ve set up your new place and are ready to invite people over. Whatever the size of your gathering, there are a few things you can do to make it enjoyable for you and those around you. The most important thing you can and should do is talk to your neighbors ahead of time. They may be more tolerant if you don’t surprise them. A few days in advance, let them know what you’re planning in terms of size and hours. Let them know who they can contact if they have any problems. Most likely you’ll have a great party, but you should be prepared to address the “what-if’s.” 

Here are a few prevention tips: 

Prevent Your Party from Getting Busted:

  Keep the party to a smaller size with less than 30 people. 

  Make sure your guests are considerate of your neighbors and don’t do things like park cars on lawns or vandalize property. 

  Keep the party indoors to cut down on clean-up time and to reduce the amount of noise generated. Shut the windows and walk outside from time to time to check the noise level. 

  DO NOT charge any kind of fees to party guests. 

  DO NOT serve alcohol to minors. 

  If your neighbors call or stop by to tell you the party’s too loud, cooperate with them. Otherwise, they may end up calling the police. 

  Cooperate with the police if they show up. Have a calm, sober person speak with them. If they ask you to break up the party, DO IT.  It’s okay to call the cops yourself if the party gets out of hand. 

  If a guest has had too much to drink, don’t let them drive. Call a taxi or (YOUR CAMPUS SOBER RIDES PROGRAM), or arrange for a ride with another guest who is sober, or invite them to stay over. 

List Phone numbers for cab companies and sober ride program 

Prevent Your Stuff from Getting Stolen:
  Monitor who enters the party. Don't let in people that no one knows. A guest list makes this easier. Having an "everyone is welcome" party is the quickest way to get your stuff stolen. 

  Hide or protect valuables and lock areas that you don’t want people to enter. 

  Keep the party in a central location of the house. 

  Avoid letting people get over-intoxicated. 

  Keep an inventory of your stuff and check it after the party. 

  Call the police and report any missing items. 

  Pay attention to people who leave early, or people who come with backpacks. 

  Have at least one person remain sober to keep an eye on the place and the people at the party. 

Prevent Someone Getting Seriously Hurt or Ill at Your Party:

  Watch for emerging fights and drunken guests, especially as people consume more alcohol. You can intervene before someone gets hurt. 

  Offer soft drinks, fruit juices, bottled water, and coffee so that guests have alternatives to alcohol. 

  Discourage rapid drinking or drinking games. 

  Provide plenty of appetizers, snacks, and other food. NOTE: Food only changes the pace that alcohol enters your system—it has no effect on the pace that alcohol leaves your system at one drink per hour. Coffee, cold showers, aspirin, etc. – will not sober you up; only time will do that. 

  Use cups that make no distinction between alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages, so that people who aren’t drinking alcohol don’t feel self-conscious. 

  Request identification from anyone who appears 30 years of age or younger. Guests who cannot present a valid form of ID should not be given any alcohol. 

  Model appropriate behavior for your guests and be sure to communicate that becoming intoxicated is not the goal of the party. 

  Make sure that anyone who is visibly intoxicated does not receive any more alcohol and is not left alone. Even if the guest is not driving, an impaired guest can be injured or harm others. 

  Have a plan to deal with any guest who drinks too much. Before the party, ask someone reliable to help you keep things under control. 

  When necessary, provide alternate transportation for impaired guests. Either call a cab, (sober ride program), or enlist the help of sober friends to take the impaired guest home. Call 911 and request paramedic response if there are any concerns about someone’s safety when they are intoxicated. 

Prevent Someone Getting Sexually Assaulted or Raped at Your Party:

  Limit access to areas out of view where guests could have sexual encounters. 

  Look out for guests who are over-consuming and who is “hitting on them.” 

  Let your friends know that it is not okay for them to take advantage of someone sexually at your party. 

  Keep an eye out for people who may be more vulnerable to sexual assault. This includes people attending the party alone or people who appear to be intoxicated. 

  When you see someone being forced or manipulated sexually, speak up and get others involved to "rescue" that guest tactfully and without conflict. 

  Remember: An unconscious or intoxicated person can't give consent. Without consent, it's sexual assault. 

  Alcohol is the number one drug associated with sexual assault. Also, educate yourself on the use of date rape drugs, including their appearance and effects. 

List a  24 hour sexual assault helpline is available. 

For police or medical emergencies, call (campus police emergency number) on-campus or 911 off-campus. 
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Attending a Party in a (Your town) Neighborhood

If you decide to attend a party in a (your town) neighborhood, there are a few things you can do to make your night enjoyable while respecting neighbors. Most likely you’ll have a great time, but you should be prepared to address the “what-if’s.” 

Here are a few prevention tips:

Prevent Getting a Police Citation:

  If you are under 21, don’t drink 

  Always cooperate with a police officer at a party. Additional citations can occur when partiers hang around a party or give police a hard time. 

  If the police break up the party, cooperate. If they ask you to leave, then leave, but don’t drive if you’ve been drinking.  Roving DUI patrols monitor the neighborhood.  Not only could you be cited for driving under the influence, but you could injure or kill yourself or someone else. Remember Walk, catch a ride with a sober friend, or call a taxi or (your sober driver program). 

  Be aware of what IS and IS NOT the property you are visiting. Destroying or mistreating a neighbor's property is the quickest way to get a police citation. 

  Avoid parties at notorious “party houses”, as they are more likely to prompt a neighbor to complain, leading to a visit by the police. 

Prevent You or Someone Else from Getting Dangerously Intoxicated:

  YOUR BEST BET is not to drink, but if you do, limit your alcohol consumption. 

  Make a decision before the party about how much you plan to drink, then count your drinks at the party. 

  Go with a friend who can keep watch with you and take you home if you've had too much. 

  Never accept a drink from someone you do not know, or drink something that has no clear indication of the alcohol content. 

  Make sure you and your friends know the signs of acute intoxication 

  ALWAYS KNOW WHAT YOU ARE DRINKING and HOW MUCH you've consumed. 

  Avoid drinking games, funnels, and other activities that get you drunk fast. 

  Don't attend parties at the houses of people you don't know. The bigger the party, the more likely things will get out of control. 

Prevent You or Someone Else from Getting Sexually or Physically Assaulted:

  Limit your alcohol consumption. 

  GO WITH A FRIEND who can watch out for you and help you out of an awkward, dangerous, or compromising interaction. Have a CODE word or action to let your friend know you're in trouble. 

  Stay in the main area of the party and avoid going to private rooms or other places. 

  If someone gets angry, the best thing to do is to avoid violence, especially if they've been drinking. Don't try to win the fight. Keep your voice calm and conversational. 

  Be clear about what your social and sexual goals are for the evening. 

  90% of all sexual assaults are alcohol-related. Most physical assaults are also fueled by alcohol. It's easy to figure out why. 

  Educate yourself on the use of DATE RAPE drugs, including their appearance and effects. If you identify a drug, leave that situation immediately and contact the police. 

  It's okay to CALL THE POLICE on a party you're attending if things get out of hand. 

If You Are Sexually Assaulted… 

Remember that it is not your fault. Whatever happened, you did nothing to deserve it. Sexual assault can happen to anyone and it is never the victim’s fault. Get to a safe place. Do not bathe, douche or change your clothes. Call a friend for support and (your town’s) 24 hour helpline at (list number): For police or medical emergencies call (campus emergency phone number) on campus or 911 off campus. 

Tips for Leaving Gracefully 

If you start to feel that the party is getting too big or out-of-control, or you feel uncomfortable for any reason, your best bet is to leave. Try these simple tactics: 

- Trust your intuition about the situation – if it feels risky, it probably is! 
- Make up an excuse to leave, like you have to meet a friend, or your boyfriend/girlfriend just called and needs you right away. 
- Even if you feel un-cool for leaving, it is better than experiencing a party bust. 
- Talk with your friends before the party and make a plan about what circumstances would make you want to stay or leave, and how to buddy up for safety. 
- If you decide to leave alone, always tell someone you’re leaving and where you are going. 



Off Campus Party Strategy

Student survey data indicate that more problems occur at off-campus student parties then any other setting.  The ___________________ campus/community coalition in cooperation with the city and university police departments developed a comprehensive strategy to reduce alcohol-related problems generated by large, unruly off-campus parties.  It is designed to provide clear expectations for citizen’s behavior, including students.

How do we do that?

1. Through an educational campaign that helps students and others host safe social gatherings and to know the responsibility as a host for the safety and well-being of their guest and neighbors.  In addition, the campaign will inform students of on going enforcement activities aimed at keeping students and residents safe.

2. Through fair but firm enforcement of existing laws that protect the community from alcohol related harm:

· Enforce laws prohibiting sales to minors

· Party patrols to disperse dangerous crowds

· DUI enforcement that includes checkpoints and saturation patrols

3. Through placing the burden of costs on the party hosts who repeatedly require community or police response through implementation of a “response cost” ordinance.

For more information …..

Party Patrols aim to keep the campus community safe.

The City of ____________ and the university police departments are joining forces to reduce problems at large, loud, unruly parties in the community surrounding the campus.  Neighbors as well as party hosts can call (911 or the hotline) to report parties on the verge of getting out of control and help prevent the usual problems caused by intoxication and the crowd grows beyond friends.  Party hosts have the most to lose if their party gets busted.  Here are some of the citations that hosts and guests leaving parties should be aware of: 

Response Cost Ordinance (five campuses have local ordinances)

A second response to a party location within (from 12 hours to 1 year) by police will cause the host to receive notice to pay a fee (ranging from $250 to $1000) to cover the cost responding to the nuisance call.  The cost increases with each additional nuisance violation and the landlord will receive notice as well.  As a matter of fact many landlords and rental managers have adjusted their rental agreements this year to include the first offense as reason for eviction which raises the states for hosting a free flowing party.

Furnishing of alcohol to minors (California Bus. & Prof. Code 25658)

Often as a party host, checking ID’s at the door is a low priority.  If the party patrol visits your home, minors may be cited for possession of alcohol (Cal. Bus. & Prof. code 25662) yet the host can be charged with providing the alcohol to a minor whether intentionally or not.  Every person who sells, furnishes, gives any alcoholic beverage to any person under the age of 21 years is guilty of a misdemeanor which carries up to a $1000 fine and possible jail time up to one year.  In California, furnishing alcohol to a minor is a serious offense, so be prepared to lose your drivers license for a year also.

Zero Tolerance Laws (California Veh. Code 23136)

If you are under 21 years old, you may want to think twice about getting behind the wheel of your car with any trace of alcohol in your system.  You are held to a much stringent standard for driving under the influence of alcohol.  It is unlawful for a person under the age of 21 years with a blood-alcohol concentration of 0.01 percent or greater to drive a vehicle.  It is an Admin Per Se citation that is sent directly to the DMV who revokes your driving privileges.  
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Alcohol Poisoning and Drug Overdose 101 
Alcohol poisoning is a severe reaction to an overdose of alcohol. As the host of your party, you are responsible for the welfare of your guests. As a guest, you can also help to ensure the safety of other guests. If you notice anyone exhibiting the following signs of an alcohol emergency, you must act quickly: 

What to Look For

  ANY trouble breathing 

  Unconscious or unresponsive 

  Vomiting related to drug ingestion 

  Vomiting Blood· Any injury with intoxication 

  Disorientation or stupor, panic 

  Convulsions 

  Unable to stand/walk without help 

  Bluish, cold, or clammy skin (or bluish lips) 

What to Do

  Call 911 if ANY of the alcohol or drug overdose symptoms are present 

  Stay calm and inform the person of what you are going to do 

  Try to find out what they have taken, how much and when 

  Lay the person on their side incase they vomit 

  Stay with them; don’t leave them alone 

  Monitor the person’s breathing 

  Reduce stimuli, create a quiet, safe place, and try to keep them calm and conscious 

  Try to find out from others what and how much they drank, what medications they take or what other drugs they might have taken 

What NOT to Do

  Don’t give the person coffee, tea or other stimulants to sober them up—the only thing that will sober up a person is TIME 

  Don’t give them a cold shower—the shock may cause the person to pass out OR they can fall and injure themselves or you 

  Don’t let them pass out and “sleep it off”· Don’t leave them alone· Don’t induce vomiting 

  Don’t restrain the person – if they are that out of control or combative you need to call the police for assistance 

  Don’t try to have a rational or logical discussion with the person (it will be an exercise in frustration) 



Want to know how much is too much for you? Click on the following link to get your personalized blood alcohol level (BAL) chart. To read the chart, find the cross section between the number of drinks you’ve had (left-side column) and the number of hours you’ve been drinking (along the top), and that is your BAL at that time. A low-risk BAL is considered .055 or less. Remember, one drink is equal to 10 ounces of beer, 4 ounces of wine, and/or 1.25 ounces of 80-proof hard alcohol. 



